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FOREIGN  NEWS  ON  NUTS 


THE  ALMOND  SITUATION  IN  BARI 


Although  "blossoming  of  almond  trees  in  the  Bari  district  of 
Italy  this  season  was  good,  frost  during  March  is  said  to  have 
caused  heavy  damage  to  the  season's  crop  in  some  sections  of  the 
district,  according  to  a  cable  received  in  the  Fcreign  Service  of 
the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Agricultural  Commissioner 
S.  A.  Foley,  who  is  making  a  survey  of  the  principal  almond  districts 
of  Italy  and  Spain.    The  new  crop  is  now  safe  from  further  damage, 
states  Mr.  Foley* 

Commercial  estimates  indicate  that  about  half  of  a  normal  crop 
is  expected  in  the  Bari  district  this  year  and  that  the  quality  of  the 
crop  will  be  medium.    The  carryover  of  last  season1  s  almond  crop  in 
that  district  is  estimated  at  4,400  short  tons.    Reports  in  Bari  indi- 
cate that  the  Sicilian  almond  crop  will  also  be  light  this  year  due  to 
the  heavy  yield  last  year,  and  to  the  heavy  damage  caused  by  frosts 
early  this  season. 
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THE  mmD  SITUATION  III  SICILY 

The  almond  crop  of  Sicily  has  been  reduced  to  from  45  to  50  per 
cent  of  normal  by  frost  and  cold  weather,  according  to  a  cable  received 
in  the  Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from 
Agricultural  Commissioner  E.  A»  Foley,  who  is  making  a  survey  of  the 
principal  almond  districts  of  Italy  and  Spain.    Following  an  extremely 
dry  summer,  Sicily  had  the  worst  winter  of  recent  years,  states  Mr. 
Eoley.    The  crop  of  Sicily  normally  runs  from  125,000  to  150,000  bales 
(220  pounds  each).    The  crop  is  very  bad  in  the  neighborhood  of  Catania 
and  north,  but  somewhat  better  in  the  vicinity  of  Caltanizetta  and  south 
The  Sicilian  carryover  cf  1927  almonds  is  placed  at  from  5,500  to 
6,600  short  tons.     The  carryover  stocks  contain  a  heavy  percentage  of 
badly  shriveled  nuts  as  a  result  of  the  drought  experienced  last  season. 

This  year  the  production  of  Avolas,  the  finest  grade  of  almonds 
grown  in  Sicily,will  be  only  slightly  more  than  50  per  cent  of  a  normal 
crop,  due  to  the  bad  weather,  frost  and  plant  diseases.  A  normal  crop 
cf  Avclas  ranges  from  20,000  to  25,000  bales.  There  will  be  no  carry- 
ever  of  Avclas  in  Sicily  at  the  end  of  the  season.  Present  prices  for 
Avclas  range  around  ^26.32  per  100  pounds. 
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ALMOND  PROSPECTS  IN  THE  1  [EDIT ERR ANEAN  BASIN 


The  1928  almond  crop  of  the  Mediterranean  Basin  is  expected  to 
"be  considerably  below  the  average  as  a  result  of  the  damage  caused  "by 
unfavorable  weather  conditions,  according  to  cables  received  in  the 
Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Mr*  E,  A. 
Foley,  the  American  Agricultural  Commissioner  at  London,    The  reports 
thus  far  received  cover  the  producing  areas  in  Sicily,  the  Bari  section 
in  Italy,  the  Tarragona,  Alicante  and  Malaga  sections  in  Spain,  the 
Balearic  Islands,  Prance  and  Northern  Africa. 

Sicily 

A  crop  of  not  more  than  45  to  50  per  cent  of  normal  is  expected 
in  Sicily  because  of  the  damage  from  frost  and  cold  weather  early  in  the 
season,  according  to  Mr.  Foley.    From  150,000  to  175,000  bales  of  220 
pounds  each  is  considered  a  normal  crop  in  Sicily*    The  crop  last  yea: 
was  very  good,  having  amounted  to  about  180,000  bales.    This  is  another 
reason  why  a  considerably  lower  yield  is  expected  this  year  because  it 
is  a  well  known  fact  that  almond  trees  do  not  produce  a  full  or  abundant 
crop  two  years  in  succession. 

Bari 

Frost  damage  has  also  materially  affected  the  crop  in  the  Bari 
section  of  Italy  and  according  to  commercial  estimates  not  more  than 
120,000  to  130,000  bales  are  expected  this  year,    A  full  crop  in  the 
Bari  district  runs  in  the  neighborhood  of  400,000  bales  of  220  pounds 
each.    Prices  in  Bari  and  Sicily  ha^e  advanced  to  absurdly  high  levels 
because  of  the  expected  shortage  in  the  crop,  states  Mr.  Foley.  No 
export  business  is  being  done  as  consuming  markets  are  not  accepting 
present  pric  es. 

Spain 

The  almond  crop  in  the  Tarragona  district  is  doing  well  but  the 
trees  are  in  bad  condition  because  of  the  drought  experienced  last  year, 
says  Mr.  Foley.     It  is  now  estimated  that  the  yield  in  this  area  will 
only  be  from  two-thirds  to  three-fourths  of  a  normal  crop.    The  produc- 
tion for  export  in  this  district  in  normal  years  is  around  30,000  bales 
of  220  pounds  each. 
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The  almond  crop  in  the  Alicante  district,  as  far  north  as  Valencia, 
has  been  unfavorably  affected  by  the  drought  which  prevailed  last  year 
and  by  the  unfavorable  weather  and  high  winds  experienced  in  March  this 
year.    There  are  also  reports  that  caterpillars  are  doing  considerable 
damage  in  some  parts  of  this  district.    Not  more  than  50  per  cent  of  a 
normal  crop  is  expected  this  year,    The  production  for  export  is  normally 
about  23,000  bales  in  this  area.     The  carryover  from  the  1927  crop  is 
small  in  the  above  mentioned  regions  in  Spain,  states  Mr.  Foley. 

The  almond  crop  in  the  Malaga  district  of  Southern  Spain  is  ex- 
pected to  be  about  the  same  as  that  for  last  year  when  13,000  bales  of 
lf  Jordans"  and  16,000  bales  of  "Valencias"  were  harvested-    A  normal  crop 
in  this  area  is  considered  to  be  about  14,000  bales  of  "Jordans"  and 
about  25,000  bales  of  "Valencias"* 

Balearic  Islands 

Reports  received  on  the  Spanish  mainland  indicate  that  the  Majorcan 
crop  will  also  be  low  this  year  but  the  decline  will  be  relatively  less 
than  that  in  Spain,    The  general  opinion  at  present  is  that  the  Majorcan 
crop  will  be  from  70  to  80  per  cent  of  normal.    Approximately  40,000  to 
50,000  bales  of  220  pounds  each  constitute  a  normal  crop  in  Majorca, 

grange 

It  is  still  too  early  to  estimate  the  almond  crop  in  France,  but 
the  general  opinion  is  that  the  1923  crop  will  be  a  short  one,  states 
Mr.  Foley.    Prices  have  advanced  considerably  in  Marseille  in  sympathy 
with  the  expected  crop  shortage.     The  1927  almond  crop  of  Southern  France 
was  normal  and  a  little  larger  than  the  yield  in  1926.    The  "Journal 
Officiel"  has  estimated  that  the  1927  crop  amounted  to  5,914  short  tons 
as  compared  with  the  previous  year's  total  of  5,897  short  tons.  These 
figures  apply  to  the  entire  crop  unshelled.    The  quality  of  the  1927  crop 
on  the  whole  was  average  but  the  almonds  were  smaller  than  usual. 

Northern  Africa 

A  good  crop  is  expected  in  Tunis  and  Morocco  but  the  production 
will  not  exceed  consumpt ion ,  states  Mr,  Foley.     Such  quantities  as  may 
be  exported  early  in  the  season  will  have  to  be  replaced  later  by  im- 
ports. 
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ALMOND  PROSPECTS  IN  SICILY 

Commercial  estimates  in  Sicily  indicate  that  the  almond  crop 
this  year  will  range  from  75,000  to  30,000  bags  of  220  pounds  each, 
according  to  a  cable  received  in  the  Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of 
Agricultural  Economics  from  Mr.  E.  A,  Foley,  the  American  Agricultural 
Commissioner  in  London.    A  normal  crop  in  Sicily  is  considered  to  be 
in  the  neighborhood  of  150,000  to  175,000  bags  of  220  pounds  each. 
The  crop  last  year  was  very  good,  having  amounted  to  about  180,000 
bags. 

Approximately  25,000  to  30,000  bags  of  the  1928  crop  will  con- 
sist of  Avolas  and  50,000  bags  of  Palma  Girgenti,  according  to  Mr.  Foley, 
The  carryover  of  Avolas  is  placed  at  2,000  bags  and  of  Palma  Girgenti 
at  25,000  to  30,000  bags.    Reports  from  the  Palma  Girgenti  area  indi- 
cate that  neTT  crop  almonds  there  are  continuing  to  drop. 
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